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Key points in the paper: "

No one designs everything"
(All designing is partial)"

The built environment is never finished "
(We always add to what is there, and set the stage 
for others who follow)"
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Why try to bring these ideas 
into studio education?!



The reason to do this is because of my view 
that the quality of the commons - the 
ordinary, everyday built environment - is 
the wellspring of architecture. The truly 
special grows from what is shared and goes 
beyond it.!
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That means that 
we need to 
know how to 
see and 
understand 
what is shared, 
in order to be 
able to handle 
it and make it 
better.!
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The Idea of Exercises!
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Urban Structure  Urban Planning!
Urban Design !  Urban Designer!
Base Building !  Architect!
Infill ! !  Interior Architect!
Furnishings !  Product Designer!

Kinds of Exercises!

based on  a concept of 
levels, as for example:!



Kendall / Teaching Architecture Students to Work with Distributed Design / CAP SYMPOSIUM 2008!

Kinds of Exercises!

All of the exercises I have used have at least these common ideas:!

The man-made environment is never finished;!

Documenting environmental themes, patterns and systems;!

Design is distributed;!

Designers need to learn to both lead and follow - to set constraints for 
others to follow, and to follow constraints set by others;!
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The Street Space Exercises!
Bern, Switzerland!

• Studying precedents as one 
basis for designing;!

•Documenting themes 

•Selecting constraints we 
want to emulate.!
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The Street Space Exercises!
Bern, Switzerland!

Kinds of Constraints!
1.  Ways of building!

3.  Defining Territories!

5.  Sharing territory!

7.  The street façade as part 
of the urban tissue!

9.  Thinking in section!

6. !Entries!
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The Street Space Exercises!
Bern, Switzerland!

Values!

I did not make a case that !
the Bern “theme” was !
correct in some objective !
way. !
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The Street Space Exercises"
Bern, Switzerland!

Students were given adjacent sites in a city where we !
would explore variations on the Bernese theme.!
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The Street Space Exercises!
Bern, Switzerland!

Explorations!
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The Academic Village!
Studies of Form Based Codes and 
architecture in the University context !

Goals of the Study!

First, we studied the Ball !
State Campus for its !
history, context, patterns !
and themes - open space, !
building types, functions  !
and so on.!
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The Academic Village!
Studies of Form Based Codes and 
architecture in the University context !
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The Academic Village!
Studies of Form Based Codes and 
architecture in the University context !

We also compared the campus !
with other university campuses.!
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The Academic Village!
Studies of Form Based Codes and 
architecture in the University context !

We also studied issues of sustainable !
and “green” architecture and !
technology.!



Kendall / Teaching Architecture Students to Work with Distributed Design / CAP SYMPOSIUM 2008!

The Academic Village!
Studies of Form Based Codes and 
architecture in the University context !

Form Based Codes!

Next, we developed FORM !
BASED CODES. These “CODES” !
were developed by a consensus !
process.!
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The Academic Village!
Studies of Form Based Codes and 
architecture in the University context !

A plan and cross section of !
part of the new campus development !
area, showing the massing concept !
for new buildings and public space.!
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The Academic Village!
Studies of Form Based Codes and 
architecture in the University context !

details of some of the public !
spaces…!
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The Academic Village!
Studies of Form Based Codes and 
architecture in the University context !

Cross sections showing !
maximum and minimum !
building bulk, and showing !
the required floor-to-floor !
dimensions that all !
buildings would use.!
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The Academic Village!
Studies of Form Based Codes and 
architecture in the University context !
Form Based Codes!
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The Academic Village!
Studies of Form Based Codes and 
architecture in the University context !

The Site!
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One of the student proposals!
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Another scheme 
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A third proposal 
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Quality of student work!

Conclusions!

Students become impatient!

At an open building workshop  
I taught at the University of Pretoria 
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Students do not easily !
accept the idea that !
designing constraints !
for others to use is !
challenging and creative.!

Students understand constraints or rules as things to 
be pushed to find their limits, rather than to find out 
what they offer and enable.!

At an open building workshop I taught at National  
Taiwan University of Science and Technology 
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It’s important to find ways to give students !
opportunities to both make and use constraints. !
That is, to be both leaders and followers…..and to !
know when to do both…!

The question arose about 
making “good” constraints. I 
have my own ideas and convey 
them, but also believe students 
need to be free to establish their 
own, always recognizing that 
others they work with or for 
may have different values.!
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Because students will find that they cannot always !
impose their own values on others, they need methods -!
design methods - that enable them to help others reach !
agreement. A design is, after all, what is agreed should be !
built. Exercises are a teaching method in support of that.!

Thank you! 


